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GRACE COMMUNICATION ("PRAYER") WITH GOD SEMINAR (IV):  IF GOD IS SOVEREIGN, WHY PRAY? 
by David K. Spurbeck
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In much of Christianity theology proper and the theology of grace communication with God are ships passing in the night.  Occasionally when one writes on either subject, there is a brief mention of the correlation of the sovereignty or providence of the Godhead and communication with God teaching.  Philip Yancy approaches the ideas in the title of his book Prayer:  Does It Make Any Difference.
  His book is one of the more interesting books on the subject written in recent years though his premises are not all founded on the literal interpretation of Scripture.  Some of his chapter titles give an idea of how he confronts the issues of God and prayer.  These include:  "Why Pray?, Wrestling Match, What Difference Does It Make?, Does Prayer Change God!, Ask, Seek, Knock and Unanswered Prayer: Whose Fault?"  These are common questions that thinking believers may have.  
The main concern of this session involves the communication of Christians (grace believers) to God.  Many of the passages used to present different positions concerning how prayer is reconciled with the character of God are takes from "prayer" promises from different dispensations.  This is an area where Calvinists and Arminians exhibit their theological differences.  Often they make some adjustments that compromise their view of theology proper and anthropology.  Scripture presents teaching that counters some of the presuppositions of either side.  
A statement that I heard in a college theology class put a lot together for me and made perfect sense.  "If God be God, He must be sovereign."  Otherwise He couldn't be the Creator and Sustainer of all things nor be the God.  

INTRODUCTION
The conundrum in the matter of communication with God concerning appeals made to God for a response is how a sovereign God can tell believers to ask, intercede or supplicate when He already knows what He plans to do in His decree.  Some believe that every element of the decree is fixed (i. e. established) and so necessary and there is no room for the will of created beings, chance or contingency.  The logical result of such a position is that "prayer" is of no value since God is going to do what He desires anyway.  Others see God as determining what a believer prays so that the appeal will be provided.  Others essentially say that God determined to permit human beings to communicate with God without restraint necessitates the yes, no and wait awhile response.  This view almost places a great gulf between the seeking believer and a reluctant God.  Then there are those who believe that appeals made to God are known by God in His foreknowledge and then provided based on what God knows will happen.  

Most views tend to consider God as having human attributes and attitudes.  God is not subjective in His dealings with His creation or within the Godhead.  He is not bound by time but rather comprehends the whole thing outside of the confines of time.  He knows the beginning and the end.     Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure (Isa. 46:10).  He knows everything all at once.  He relates to His creatures in ways that are consistent with His character.  He does not depend on their preconceived notions of who He is and what He will do.  God is the object of the Christian's faith and this is especially true in the matters of our communication with Him.  
I.  THE QUESTIONS AND THEIR AFFECT ON A CHRISTIAN'S RELATIONSHIP TO COMMUNICATION WITH GOD

God doesn't need our communication.  It does not enhance or improve His character.  He isn't lonely and doesn't need our company.  Yet it is evident that the program of the Godhead for Christians involves communication and communion with the Godhead.  Grace communication is a divine instrument for the instruction of Christian in matters of privilege.  If the Christian does not use the provisions of grace in his or her life, the only communication that God will hear is confession (which may or may not bring the believer into a right relationship to God).  What the Christian does after confession determines whether he or she is emanating things of the Spirit of not.  One must frame the mind on things above and get out of the Holy Spirit's way so that He can fill the saint.  There are questions that Christians have that may have negative effects on the believer.  There are answers that are supremely positive.  
1.
Why Does God "Answer" Some Communication and Not Other Communication?

God's either hears and responds or he does not hear at all!  When the grace criteria are met, God hears us.  We can pray every hour of the day and use all of the types of communication and if we are carnal, the Father ignores us.  Communication with Him is designed for spiritual Christians.  Unbelievers and carnal Christians are equally unheard.  God doesn't answer these because He doesn't hear and respond.  If a spiritual believer doesn't use grace provisions for communication with God, he or she will not be heard.  Only spiritual believers are on "praying ground."

2.  Why is "Prayer" Important to a Perfect God?  

His provision of communication to select people provides glory in a way that the Godhead would otherwise not have in relation to created beings.  Through our communication His divine perfections are exhibited to other human beings and to created spirit beings.  This may be a part of the exhibition of the manifold wisdom of God to spirit beings in this dispensation.  And to make all men see what is the fellowship [lit. dispensation] of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God (Eph. 3:9, 10).  It is important because the Godhead designed communication for Their eternal purpose in the decree.  
3.
Does "Prayer" Make Any Difference?

Some Christians ask this question because they have never seen any difference.  They "pray" and nothing happens because they live outside of God's program for Christians in the Dispensation of Grace.  Our communication is the result of spirituality and not the cause of it.  Believer's who are not living in their position in Christ have no real direct access to the Father.  "Prayer" does make a difference for the spiritual Christian.  It will change the Christian so that it is easy to live in conformity to the will of God.  It makes a difference in one's life and in one's frame of mind.

4.
How Do I Know God Hears?
He says that He will hear and respond to one who communicates with God in a proper way.  This involves communicating in the character of Christ and within the will of God.  When a spiritual believer is able to be in such a close relationship at the Right Hand, he or she will be able to see things from God's perspective rather than the limited human perspective.  God does not ask a spiritual believer to do anything that He does not directly relate to in the Third Heaven.
5.
How Can God Hear the Communication of So Many People at the Same Time? 

Because He is God, He neither slumbers or sleeps. He will not allow your foot to be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber.  Behold, He who keeps Israel Shall neither slumber nor sleep Psa. 121:3, 4 NASB).  If His relationship to Israel was good, it is so much better for the Church of Jesus Christ.  He is a 24 hour God.  He is so great that He can hear the communication (of all kinds) from every believer on earth at the same time.  Grace revelation indicates that He hears us as individuals not as a corporate whole. How great Thou art!

6.
Is there Such a Thing as Personal Communication with God?

Jesus Christ is a personal Savior.  We are individual, personal members of the family of God by spiritual birth.  We share distinct roles in the Body of Christ by the baptism of the Spirit.  In one's position he or she stands before the Father in the Person of his or her personal Substitute.  Our communication is heard by the Father from His Right Hand.  The most glorious part is that when He hears us from the Right Hand, He hears as if it is presented by His Beloved Son.  The intimacy that is available for grace believers is very much individual.  When Paul writes of his communication with God, he sees it as personal on his part with a personal response on the part of God the Father.  
Let us take a few moments to consider the character of God that is a premise for our understanding of why the Godhead provided the privilege of grace communication for Christians.  Our understanding of theology proper provides a perspective to a God who provides for lowly humans by His grace and who supplies the provisions of grace.  
II.
THE REVELATION OF THE CHARACTER OF GOD AS A PREMISE FOR HIS RELATIONSHIP TO THE CHRISTIAN

God doesn't set aside His character to deal with His created beings.  He does not modify His character for if He did He would cease to be God.  No Person of the Godhead changes His character though it is possible to alter the manifestation of the divine nature to created beings.  The Son set aside the manifestation of His glory in His incarnation while retaining every element of His divine nature.  We comprehend God by His character as He has chosen to reveal it to us.  His character or nature can be summarized by the following:  divine attributes + divine essence = divine nature.  Attributes are those eternal distinguishable characteristics of the divine nature that are the bases for His various actions in reference to Himself and others.  These inhere in and are coexistent in His being.  The divine essence is the spirit immaterial substance in which the attributes of the Persons of the Godhead inhere.  Essence is the basis for the existence of a person.  The characteristics of essence are aseity (self-sufficient, self-existent and independent, existing “from himself"), unity, simplicity and immensity.  The essence of God is eternal.  An understanding of the nature of God and the attributes are important as premises for understanding the God to whom we communicate.  The characteristics of the divine nature are infinity, immutability, free, sovereignty and eternity.  All of these elements that relate to theology proper contribute to the believer's perspective of divinely provided communication specifically provided for Christians.  
A.
The Pertinent Elements of the Nature of God Related to Communication with God. 
All elements of the divine nature influence one's understanding of the God with whom we communicate.  

1.
Infinity.  God is infinite related to both time and space.  Before time and space there was no basis for His being infinite since infinity can only be seen by contrast. Since a Christian is in time and space, it is important to recognize that God is complete with no limits, bounds or lack.  We communicate with a God who knows no limits in His association with our communication.  This characteristic goes far beyond creation.  Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God (Psa. 90:2 – Darby).  The Hebrew text of the last phrase is:  `lae( hT'îa; ~l'ªA[÷-d[; ~l'îA[meW*.  This verse also applies to eternality.

2.
Eternal.  Divine reality involves the whole picture.  God inhabits eternity.  For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity [d[; !keîvo] , whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones (Isa. 57:15 – AV).  God is the eternal "I AM."  The verb used (and that relates to the Tetragrammaton) is hy'h' (hayah) which means "to be or exist."  In Ex. 3:14 it is in the imperfect that marks an ongoing incomplete activity.  And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.  Notice the Hebrew text with the highlighted qal imperfect "to be" verbs.  `~k,(ylea] ynIx:ïl'v. hy<ßh.a,( laeêr"f.yI ynEåb.li ‘rm;ato hKoÜ rm,aYo©w hy<+h.a,( rv,äa] hy<ßh.a,(.  He always "is" totally independent of time and place.  His eternality will directly affect the believer's thinking when communicating with God.  He always is and He does not change.

3.
Immutability.  God's nature does not change in relation to His essence, attributes and consciousness.  This characteristic affirms His promises to His creation and His people.  He does not change.  For I am the LORD, I change not {ytiynI+v' al}; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed (Mal. 3:6).  Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath (Heb. 6:17 AV).  Now to the King of the ages, the incorruptible, invisible, only God, honor and glory to the ages of ages. Amen (1 Ti. 1:17 Darby).  God does not change in his nature and he will not change in His specific relationships to grace believers.  When we communicate from a right position, He will always hear because He arranged it for us.  

4.
Free.  There is no external restraint on the essence and attributes of God.  God expresses His essence and attributes without any "inner compulsion, necessity or outward restraint."  He can do anything consistent with His character.  He is free in His relationships with His creatures.  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free {hb'äydIn>} spirit (Psa. 51:14).  Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counsellor hath taught him (Isa. 40:13)?  O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!  For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?  Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?  For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen (Rom. 11:33-36).
The Christian's communication with God can put no restraint on God in any way.

5.
Sovereign.  "Sovereignty is that divine prerogative of the nature of God whereby the persons are able to express the divine nature without fear or favor from themselves of their creation.  This perfection deals with all of God's purposes and decrees . . . ."
  In whom we have also obtained an inheritance, being marked out beforehand according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will (Eph. 1:11 Darby).  Which He will bring about at the proper time-- He who is the blessed and only Sovereign (mo,noj duna,sthj), the King of kings and Lord of lords (1 Tim. 6:15).  In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures (Jas. 1:18 NASB).
Notice what the Scriptures describe concerning God's sovereign control of the universe.  The LORD has established His throne in the heavens; And His sovereignty rules over all (Psa. 103:19).  All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand Or say to Him, "What have You done {T.d>b:)[] hm'î}(Dan. 4:35 – Aramaic section)?
The sovereignty of God over the earth can be seen in the following verses.  God thundereth marvellously with his voice; great things doeth he, which we cannot comprehend (Job 37:5).
From the breath of God ice is made, And the expanse of the waters is frozen (Job 37:10 NASB).  He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, And vegetation for the service of man, That he may bring forth food from the earth (Psa. 104:14 NKJ).  Whatsoever Jehovah pleased, he hath done in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all deeps (Psa. 135:6).  That ye may be the sons of your Father who is in the heavens; for he makes his sun rise on evil and good, and sends rain on just and unjust (Matt. 5:45 Darby).
The sovereignty of God over the nations is evident in the following passages.  He makes the nations great, then destroys them; He enlarges the nations, then leads them away (Job 12:23).  For the kingdom is the LORD's, And He rules over the nations (Psa. 22:28 NASB).  He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations: let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah (Psa. 66:7).  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation (Ac. 17:26).
The sovereignty of God over external successes and events in human lives is evident in the following passages.  For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. 7 But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another (Psa. 75:6, 7).  He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree ((Lu. 1:52).
The following passages are often cited in relationship to the sovereignty of God in "prayer."  And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before the LORD, and returned, and came to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and the LORD remembered her (1 Sam. 1:19).  And prayed unto him: and he was intreated of him, and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD he was God (2 Chron. 33:13).  O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come (Psa. 65:2).  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you (Matt. 7:7).  And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them (Lu. 18:7)?
B.
The Pertinent Elements of Attributes of God and Communication with God.

There are seven attributes of God:  omniscience, love, power, righteousness, goodness, truth and holiness.  In some way each one has a relationship to how God relates the communication of the Christian.  He is perfectly consistent with His attributes.  An attribute is eternal.  It is the basis for action.  In eternity past before the creation of the universe the attributes were the basis for the actions between the Persons of the Godhead.  Because of the attributes' relation to divine activity, they directly relate to communication with God that appeals to God for a response.  

1.
Omniscience.  God knows all things.  It is an attribute "whereby the three persons in an entirely unique manner know, understand and are wise toward themselves and toward all things in a simple act."
  This act is an eternal act.  Hence divine knowledge is not linear and so dependent on time.  The Godhead already knows what a Christian asks and what will happen in the bounds of His will.  In other words, a Christian can't tell God anything that He does not already know.  Key verses mark elements of divine omniscience.  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure (Isa. 46:10).  He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion (Jer. 10:12).  The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens (Prov. 3:19).  O depth of riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways (Rom. 11:33)!

2.
Love.  Does God's love affect the way that He relates to the communication of Christians?  Love would easily bring a response to worship, thanksgiving and praise.  The verses include the following.  8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins (1 Jn. 4:8-10).  And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him (1 Jn. 4:16 AV).  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love (Jn. 15:9 AV).  By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth (1 Jn. 3:16-18 NKJV).  God's love response to His children provides an environment for His provisions of the needs of His children.  Because He is God and specifically loves His children in Christ, our appeal is not made to His love but because we are in a state of being loved (note perfect tense participles as in Eph. 1:6) in the One who is in the state of being loved.   In other words, the attribute of love works toward us in Christ as it works toward Jesus Christ Himself at the Right Hand.  What kind of communication between the Persons of the Godhead is necessary because They are God?

3.
Omnipotence (Power).  God has the power to do anything that He wills that is not contradictory to His character.  He always has the potential to accomplish anything He desires.  When the believer asks in His will, He will do it (1 Jn. 5:14).  Some passages that provide teaching concerning His power follow.  And what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength (Eph. 1:11 Darby).  If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself (2 Tim. 2:13).  Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns (Rev. 19:6 ESV). And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns (Rev. 19:6 NASB).  And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come (Rev. 4:8).  Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard (al'P') for thee (Jer. 23:17).  Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me (Jer. 32:27).  Communication with God is not tapping the power of God but rather cooperating with the administration of the power of God.  A spiritual believer can have confidence in his or her communication knowing that God is perfectly omnipotent and maintains the needs of the believer.  

4.
Righteousness.  God will always act right no matter what the saint may want or ask of Him.  In asking communication He simply does not hear that which is asked outside of His will.  In these cases there is no response.  Righteousness passages include the following.  Thy righteousness also, O God, is very high, who hast done great things: O God, who is like unto thee (Psa. 71:19)!  His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever (Psa. 111:3).  Wealth and riches are in his house, And his righteousness endures forever (Psa. 112:3 NASB).  He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever; His horn will be exalted with honor (Psa. 112:9 NKJ).  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing (1 Tim. 4:8).

5.
Goodness.  God desires and maintains His own happiness and that of others with the attribute of goodness.  We communicate with a good God who relates to our communication anticipating that which will make and maintain our happiness.  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him (Mat. 7:11)?  And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments (Matt. 19:17 cf. Mk. 10:18).  Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power (2 Thess. 1:11).  According to the glorious gospel of the blessed [happy] God, which was committed to my trust (1 Tim. 1:11).

6.
Truth.  "Truth is that divine attribute of God by virtue of which each person of the Godhead fully answers to His estimate of what He is; thus He sees Himself and others as they really are.  Because of this He is perfectly reliable in the revelation of Himself."
  God knows the reality of our expressions of appreciation for Him and His work by this attribute.  He has already seen the reality of any circumstance with which we are concerned and which we express in our communication to Him.  Truth is objective to Him.  When we confess our sins to Him, He knows the truth and has already identified the sin as sin, an act of lawlessness.  For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God (1 Thess. 1:9). And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent (Jn. 17:3).  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life (1 Jn. 5:20).  Absolute truth is only manifested in the Godhead and Their programs.  

7.
Holiness.  Holiness is "that divine attribute of God whereby the distinct identities of the persons of the Godhead are maintained within the nature of deity so that each person maintains the completeness of His own perfections.  Thus, God abhors anything unlike Himself and demands of others a purity identical to His own."
  This attribute will affirm the separate quality of one's communication so that it is heard from the Right Hand as uniquely from the Son.  We are holy only as He is holy and our communication is seen from that perspective. The following are select passages related to divine holiness.  Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy (1 Pe. 1:16).  
And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory (Isa. 6:3).  For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth (Lev. 11:44).  My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD: and let all flesh bless his holy name (i. e. character) for ever and ever (Psa. 145:21). For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens (Heb. 7:236 NKJ). 
The activity and attitudes of the Godhead all spring from the divine attributes.  These all have a direct connection with the divine dealings with creation and creatures.  They were very much a part of the elements of the degree that provided for the communication of saints in the Dispensation of Grace.  They were the ground upon which the Godhead determined how Christians would communicate with God, what would be acceptable communication with God, how God would fit the believer's communication into the decree and how the believer would share in the program of God through communication with God.  God retains ultimate control over all creation.  Creatures have no means to thwart that control though they may try.  "Prayer" is not greater than God or the divine program.  Rather communication is one of the gracious provisions in the Dispensation of Grace that permits each Christian to participate in His program freely within the confines of the decree.  
C.
The Practical Consistency of the Character.  
If God's character could change, He wouldn't be God.  He may change the outworking of the decree from dispensation to dispensation but He Himself does not change – none of the divine Persons change in their nature which is composed of essence and attributes.  Our communication cannot do anything that affects His divine nature.  His nature is directly manifested in His plan or decree.  Because of His consistency, God the Father righteously relates to our communication with Him.  We can either be Spirit-filled believers and relate to the Godhead directly in heaven or we can live in the sin nature on earth and have a minimal relationship with the Godhead here on earth.  "Grieving the Holy Spirit" isn't the best relationship for the carnal saint.  It is only through one's position in Christ in the Third Heaven that the Holy Spirit activates the indwelling of the Persons of the Godhead in the Christian.  If your mind isn't in heaven, you get in the way of any divine activity in your life here on earth.  Christ's eternal life will not be reflected and so manifested.  The quality of divine nature that comes from the indwelling of God the Father will not be seen.  Only the sin nature will be manifested.  The character of the Godhead is always consistent, always objective and always immense.  God uses written revelation to show the Christian that it is consistent with God's character for him or her to communicate with God.  
III.
THE RECOGNITION THAT EXPECTS A CHRISTIAN TO PRAY BY HIS USE OF IMPERATIVES IN GRACE REVELATION

A sovereign God encourages Christians to communicate with Him.  In His sovereignty He has made it possible for the Christian to, in some way, participate in His plan and program related to communication.  It may seem to be oversimplification to say that God expects it and that settles the question of "Why communicate?" It really is as simple as that.  

God the Holy Spirit carried along Paul to write 1 Tim. 2:1-3 concerning communication with God.  He encourages or exhorts (parakale,w) Timothy to be involved in four kinds of communication with the Father.  I exhort (parakalw/) therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior.  In Phil 4:6 a present passive third person imperative is used encouraging the Philippian church in its communication as an antidote for anxiety.  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving [lit. after thanksgivings] let your requests be made known to God.  God through Paul encourages saints to use these forms of communication with Him.  
Scripture uses imperatives to encourage Christians to use six of the eight types of communication with God.  During Christ's earthly ministry He also used imperatives in His kingdom revelation of a new kind of communication for Israel in the future.  The following chart establishes the imperatives that relate to both the Dispensation of Grace and to Millennial Kingdom communication.  
New Testament Imperatives related to Communication with God

	Type of Communication 
	Grace Imperatives
	Kingdom Law Imperatives 

	ASKING – aivte,w (aiteo)


	Jn. 16:24; Jas. 1:5, 6
	Matt. 7:7; Lu. 11:9

	INTERCESSION – e;nteuxij
(enteuxis)
	None
	None 

	SUPPLICATION – de,hsij (deasis)
	Ac. 8:22
	Matt. 9:38; Lu. 10:2

	THANKSGIVING – euvcaristi.a
(eucharistia)
	1 Th. 5:18;

Eph 5:20 in a participle dependent on an imperative
	None

	PRAISE – ai;nesij (aineo)
	None but in Heb. 13:15 it is tied to imperative {Rev. 19:5 is during tribulation period in heaven}
	Rom 5:11 (2x) in OT

	WORSHIP – proseu,comai (proseuchomai)
	1 Thess. 5:17, 25; 2 Thess. 3:1; Heb. 13:18; Jas. 5:14
	Matt. 5:44; 6:6, 9; 24:20; 26:41; Mk. 13:18, 33; 14:38; Lu. 6:28; 22:40, 46 {11 times}

	VOW – euvch, (euche) 
	Jas. 5:16 [verb ties to the noun in 5:15]
	None

	CONFESSION –  o`mologe,w (homologeo)
	Not with God but with man in Jas. 5:16
	None

	Totals 
	5 Communication Words – 

12 times with God
	4 Communication Words – 

 17 times


I have chosen to use the words on the general chart three of which are verbs (asking, worship and confession.  The verbs of each noun are noted as follows.  Intercession noun e;nteuxij with verb evntugca,nw.  Supplication noun de,hsij with verb de,omai.  Thanksgiving noun euvcaristi.a with verb euvcariste,w.  Praise noun ai;nesij and e;painoj with verb aivne,w and evpaine,w.    Vow euvch, noun with verb eu;comai. 

Communication with God is important enough to Him that He encourages believers with the little push of imperatives to be communicating with Him.  Let me pull a single verse from each of the above.  Asking is in John 16:24.  Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be made full (NASB).  Supplication is in Ac. 8:22.  Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and supplicate the Lord, if indeed the thought of thy heart may be forgiven thee (Darby).  Thanksgiving is in 1 Thess. 5:18.  In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.  Praise in Heb. 13:15 with the verb "let us offer."  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks [lit. confessing] to his name.  Worship is found in 1 Thess. 5:17.  Pray without ceasing.  A vow is found in Jas. 5:15, 16.  And the prayer [vow] of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults [lit. sins] one to another, and pray [often translated vow] one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  It is important enough for the Godhead to use imperatives to prevent the "Why communicate with God since He is sovereign?" question.
IV.
THE EXPLANATIONS OF SOME CONCERNING THE ROLE OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD AND "PRAYER"

The skeptics whole view of God is that prayer is "only a machine warranted by theologians to make God do what His clients want."  

Theologians have carried on discussion concerning a sovereign God and "prayer."  There are always extremes.  Some have openly denied that God is truly sovereign.  Others have openly denied that God responds in any way to prayer.  Origin was one of these.  Yancy quotes him as saying.  "First, if God foreknows what will come to be and if it must happen, then prayer is in vain.  Second, if everything happens according to God's will and if what He wills is fixed and none of the things He wills can be changed, then prayer is in vain."

Henry Theissen in his theology approaches it from a little different perspective. "Some hold that prayer can have no real effect upon God, since He has already decreed just what He will do in every instance.  But that is an extreme position.  "Ye have not because ye ask not" (Jas. 4:2) must not be left out of the account.  The facts seem to be this, that God does some things only in answer to prayer; He does some other things without any one's praying; and He does some things contrary to the prayers made.  In His foreknowledge, again, He has taken all these things into account and in His providence He works them out in accordance with His own purpose and plan.  If we do not pray for the things that we might get by prayer, we do not get them.  If He wants some things done for which no one prays, He will do them without anyone's praying.  If we pray for things contrary to His will, He refuses to grant them.  Thus there is a perfect harmony between foreknowledge, decrees, and providence of God."

Louis Berkhof the Reformed theologian in a sense attempts to find a compromise with his Reformed perspective.  "Some hold that God is too great to concern Himself with the smaller things of life, while others maintain that He simply cannot do it, since the laws of nature bind His hands, and therefore smile significantly when they hear of God's answering man's prayers.  Now it need not be denied that the relation of special providence to the uniform laws of nature constitutes a problem.  At the same time it must be said that is involved a very poor, superficial, and un-Biblical view of God to say that He does not and cannot concern Himself with the details of life, cannot answer prayer, give relief in emergencies, or intervene miraculously in behalf of man.  A ruler that simply laid down certain general principles and paid no attention to particulars, or a business man who failed to look after details of his business, would soon come to grief.  The Bible teaches that even the minutest details of life are of divine ordering."

Another Reformed theologian, Charles Hodge makes a couple of statements concerning God, providence and prayer.  "Prayer is the converse of the soul with God.  Therein we manifest or express to Him our reverence, and love for his divine perfection, our gratitude for all his mercies, our penitence for our sins, our hope in his forgiving love, our submission to his authority, our confidence in his care, our desires for his favor, and the providential and spiritual blessings needed for ourselves and others.  As religion, in the subjective sense of the word, is the state of mind induced by the due apprehension of the character of God and of our relation to Him as our Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer; so prayer is the expression, uttered and unuttered, of all the feelings and desires which that state of mind produces or excites."
 On the next page he says, "Prayer assumes that He [God] has the personal control of all nature, i. e., of all things out of Himself; that He has not only created all things and endowed matter and mind with forces and powers, but that He is everywhere present, controlling the operation of such forces and powers, so that nothing occurs without His direction or permission."

The Nazarene theologian, W. T. Purkiser concludes that prayer is the only way that a person can experience God's providence.  "How do prayer and providence relate?  The doctrine of prayer has many rich and satisfying aspects.  Certainly the exercise of prayer is not exhausted by asking for things.  Prayer involves a total attitude of commitment and dependence upon God.  It has its subjective effects in increased faith, changed perspective, and restored confidence.  But it is also the power of possibility.  'With God all things are possible" (Mark 10:27).  Prayer is a channel of power.  It is an open door.  It is spiritual adventure.  It is working together with God.  Seen as such, it in no way contradicts the doctrine of providence.  In fact, the possibility of answered prayer attests the scriptural validity of providence itself.  Prayer is the evidence on the personal level of God's immediate concern with His creation.  It may be that prayer is the key to miracles and many of God's extra-natural actions.  Prayer undoubtedly is a condition for the release of power, both as an agency of change on the human level and in nature.  The Scriptures abound in their testimony to the power and possibility of prayer.  Certainly no spiritual exercise is more frequently commended or more abundantly illustrated.  In terms of experience, ten million Christians would gladly add to the testimony of the Scriptures their own witness to the power of prayer.  For the Christian familiar with the ways of God, prayer and providence are never compatible.  They are the closest possible adjuncts.  In fact, it might well be asked how one could know by personal experience of God's providence without prayer."

J. I. Packer ties this to his view of Lordship salvation from the Reformed perspective.  "I do not need to spend any time at all proving to you the general truth that God is sovereign in His world.  There is no need; for I know that, if you are a Christian, you pray; and the recognition of God's sovereignty is the basis of your prayers. In prayer, you ask for things and give thanks for things.  Why?  Because you recognize that God is the author and source of all the good that you have had already, and all the good that you hope for in the future.  This is the fundamental philosophy of Christian prayer.  The prayer of a Christian is not an attempt to force God's hand, but a humble acknowledgment of helplessness and dependence.  When we are on our knees, we know that it is not we who control the world; it is not in our power, therefore, to supply our needs by our own independent efforts; every good thing that we desire for ourselves and for others must be sought from God, and will come, if it comes at all, as a gift from His hands.  If this is true even of our daily bread (and the Lord's Prayer teaches us that it is), much more is it true of spiritual benefits.  This is all luminously clear to us when we are actually praying, whatever we may be betrayed into saying in argument afterwards.  In effect, therefore, what we do every time we pray is to confess our own impotence and God's sovereignty.  The very fact that a Christian prays is thus proof positive that he believes in the Lordship of his God."

Charles Clarke points to God's will, I suppose desirous, and almost throws up his hands and says whatever will be will be.  "God can directly alter the course of human events if he will, in answer to human prayer, or without it."

Two last quotes give a perspective that is more balanced.  "To pray for everything just means to have fellowship with the Father in everything."
  "I believe all successful prayer to be a prompting from the Father.  My prayer does not change His mind; it is His mind that dictates my prayer.  Efficacious prayer is not so much a petition as a prophecy: it is my Father saying to me, "This is My will; ask this."
  

Arthur Pink includes a chapter in his book on sovereignty.
  My handwritten note on the chapter is "Pink doesn't understand grace communication.  He seems to see no difference between OT prayer and NT prayer."  This forces him to use a convoluted argument to support his position.

These quotations give some idea of how various theologians handle the sovereignty of God and communication with God.  I have added these to stimulate some thought concerning how diversified these views are.

V.
THE SUGGESTIONS CONCERNING THE ROLE OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD AND "PRAYER"

I believe that an understanding of God's provisions for present tense salvation is essential for making sense of communication with a sovereign God.  When one takes communication with God revelation from the OT patriarchs, Israel and Millennial Kingdom, it is impossible to understand the great privilege that Christians have in communication with God.  Many focus on appealing to God for something as the whole reason for "prayer."  Most grace communication is built around the expression of appreciation for God with a very small percent involved in any appeals to God for benefits.  Why is it that so much is made of appreciation of God in the NT instead of approaching God for His intervention?  A careful analysis of grace revelation (Jn. 13-Rev. 3) shows the great extent of expected appreciation.   Communication in the Dispensation of Grace truly is sharing in common with God and His program.  There are two key elements demonstrated in the NT for the Christian.  This involves the provisions of privilege and participation that are provided as a result of grace salvation.  

A.
The Privilege Possessed by the Christian in Grace Salvation.

Jesus Christ purchased a place of manifold privilege for the Christian by His cross work.  At the moment of salvation the believer is placed in the Body of Christ by the baptism of the Spirit and under the benefits of the New Covenant with the Church by regeneration.  These benefits include the potential intimate sharing with the Father from that place of privilege.  These two key privileges have a direct relationship to our communication with God.


1.
The Privilege of Being in Christ.  "In Christ" the believer shares in an imputed position.  Our position is that by which God the Father counts Christians to be seated at His Right Hand in Christ.  "In Christ I am What I Will Be" is one of the bulletin covers we use at Valley.  In His mind (because He is God) God sees us as already in heaven.  As God, He is not bound by time and comprehends everything together without the bounds of time.  For us, we are here on earth and anticipating actually possessing the benefits of our position.  In our position the Father hears the spiritual believer just as He hears the Son.  Our conversation with Him is a privilege.  Many Christians think that they can rush into the presence of God in emergencies and forget the presence of God the rest of the time.  Our position provides an intimacy with the Father that involves a oneness of privilege.  We will spend an eternity sharing appreciation with a perfect God who in His great wisdom provides for every need before we know the need exists.  
Another aspect of being in Christ is the possessions that God has provided for us to use in our present tense salvation.  We participate in all spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3).  Each believer is a priest with direct and immediate access to the Father in the heavenly Holy of Holies (1 Pe. 2:4, 5, 9).  We share the privileges of mature sonship (Gal. 3:26-28; 4:1-5).  All of these contribute to the communication privilege of the spiritual believer.  Because a Christian is in Christ, he or she has a unique relationship to the Head of the Body, Jesus Christ, and through Him to the Father.  

2.
The Privilege of Regeneration or the New Birth.  By regeneration the Christian becomes a born one of God – a child of God.  With this comes the privilege of calling God the Father our Father.  We have the privilege of calling God "Abba." For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father (Rom. 8:15).  Because of regeneration we share the benefits of the New Covenant.  These benefits provide communication privileges.  We become partakers of eternal life at the moment of salvation.  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life (1 Jn. 5:11, 12).  Sharing in eternal life – the life of the Son – involves an intimacy in the believer's relationship to the Godhead.  This life is the treasure that we carry in these clay pots.   But we have this treasure in earthen vessels (evn ovstraki,noij skeu,esin), that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us (2 Cor. 4:7). 
Another benefit of regeneration is that Christians share a quality of the divine nature.  The Father indwells the believer and manifests this quality as the new nature.  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature (anarthrous), having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.  This provides an intimacy of appreciation with the Father.  Little wonder that worship communication is to be done without ceasing or signing off.  

3.
The Privilege of Sharing Together with God in Our Communication.  A part of the believer's being in Christ involves sharing together in a su,n relationship.  This is a relationship of identifiable, close togetherness.  The Latin prefix com- reflects this.  Communication involves com- (together with in Latin) and union (a sharing or oneness).  Few Christians understand the "together" concepts that are provided by grace.  We are together in the Body of Christ and relate there together with one another.  Beyond that we relate together with Jesus Christ the Head.  In turn this provides a relationship to the Father through the Son.  
B. 
The Participation with the Father Provided in Past Tense Salvation for Present Tense Salvation. 

As was mentioned in the last paragraph, communication is a part of the togetherness the Christian has with the Father and Jesus Christ.  There is a union that has produced an oneness shared by Christians in Christ and the Son. This truth is repeated multiple times in grace revelation (Rom. 12:4, 5; 1 Cor. 12:18, 25; Eph. 2:15, 16; Col. 3:15).  The "togetherness" or "oneness" concept was included in Christ's communication with the Father in Jn. 17:21-24.   That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.
Galatians 3:28 reminds the believer of this blessed relationship.  There is neither [lit. in Him is not – e;ni] Jew nor Greek, there is neither [lit. in Him is not] bond nor free, there is neither [lit. in Him is not] male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  The idea of communication and communion marks a closeness with God and His work.

1.
Togetherness Involves Participation with God.  Communication with God is cooperation and communion with God.  We are workers together with God.  One way we share in His work is in our togetherness in communication.  We become participants in the decree of the Sovereign God.  We share in His work!  The finite is given the privilege of working with the Infinite.  For we are God's fellow-workmen; ye are God's husbandry, God's building (1 Cor. 3:9 Darby).  We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain (2 Cor. 6:1).  Notice the together concepts in the following list.  Remember this togetherness is with one another, with Christ and with the Father.  


a.
Sharers Together – Eph. 3:6.  That they who are of the nations should be joint heirs, and a joint body, and joint partakers [lit. together sharers] of his promise in Christ Jesus by the glad tidings (Darby).


b.
Given All Tings Together – Rom. 8:32.  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with (together with  him also freely give [lit. graciously give] us all things?


c.
Blended Together – 1 Cor. 12:24.  For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered [lit. blended together] the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked.


d.
Knit Together – Eph. 4:16; Col. 2:19. From whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love ( Eph. 4:16 – NKJV).  And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God (Col. 2:19).


e.
Life Hidden Together – Col. 3:3.  For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God (NASB).
All of these passages infer that in this togetherness we share something with God.  We participate is elements of the divine program.  

2.
The Believer's Good Works Are Directly Related to the Program of God.  God has marked out the bounds for the Christian's good works.  These bounds were established in eternity past.  Our ongoing communication with God as spiritual believers accompanies these good works.  These are not works of our own origin or devices.  They are divinely provided works done while the believer is in consistent communication with God.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them Eph. 2:10 NKJV).  While prayer itself is not a work, it is a participatory privilege while he or she is doing the works that were marked out beforehand.  

3.
The Fellowship of the Believer with God.  Fellowship is a sharing in common.  Most Christians are familiar with the word koinwni,a (koinonia). A good example of this sharing involves the sufferings of believers because of their sin nature.  I believe that that is the focus of Phil. 3:10.  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.  The concept ties directly to 1 Pe. 4:13.  But as ye have share in the sufferings of Christ [lit. the Christ], rejoice, that in the revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice with exultation (Darby).  Grace believers have a fellowship relationship to all Three of the Persons of the Godhead.  I believe that we participate in common with each Person in His role in the decree related to earth in our communication.  The Persons revel in the arrangements for the Father to receive our communication.  Our thanksgiving, praise and worship show the intimacy that exists in our fellowship.  Let us take a look at the key fellowship passages related to the Persons of the Godhead.


a.
Fellowship with the Father and the Son – 1 Jn. 1:3.  That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.


b.
Fellowship of His Son – 1 Cor. 1:9.  God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.


c.
Fellowship of the Holy Spirit – 2 Cor. 13:4 cf. Phil 2:1). The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all (NASB).  If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies.


d.
Fellowship with the Father – 1 Jn. 1:6.  If we say that we have fellowship with him (Father), and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.
Fellowship involves communication.  Fellowship is often translated communion.  Fellowship is two-sided.  God shares with the spiritual believer.  The believer shares with the Father as led by the Spirit in the character of Christ.  In our communication God permits us to share in His decree in that we conform in our communication and He performs as planned.  Our asking, intercession and supplication will not change the plan of God but allows the believer to participate in the plan of God in a special and unique way.  The result is the God receives all of the glory.

4.
The Sharing of the Christian in the Glory of God.  
"Glory" is the exhibition of God's opinion of Himself.  His glory demonstrates that God truly is who He says He is.  All three Persons share in the same quality of glory.  This glory was not shared with created beings at creation.  Grace believers have been favored with the privilege of participation with God in His glory.  A part of this is sharing communication with God because of the indwelling of the Persons while focusing one's frame of mind in heaven.

In the Upper Room Jesus anticipated believers in the coming dispensation would participate in asking communication in the glory of God the Father.  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son (Jn. 14:13).  "In my name" directly relates to the fruit describes later in 15:8.  The fruit is a manifestation of a quality of the character of Christ.  In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine.  The glory relationship is reiterated in Christ's prayer in John 17.  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was (Jn. 17:5).  A quality of God's glory has been provided for Christians with the potential for participation in its action. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one (Jn. 17:22).
The focus of the believer's Christian life is to do all or everything to the glory of God.  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31) {pa,nta eivj do,xan qeou/ poiei/te}. Rom. 15:5, 6 indicates that what is spoken and what is thought (inc. communication with God) is to glorify God.  Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Romans 5:2 ties access, faith and hope to the glory of God.  Access makes it possible to share in God's opinion of Himself as one utilizes the access.  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
In Ephesians Paul shares an ongoing treatise on glory.  Glory is one of the themes of that great run-on sentence that is chapter one.  Three verses are significant. To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favor in the Beloved (Eph. 1:6 Darby).  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved ( Eph. 1:6 AV).   To the end that we who were the first to hope [lit previously hoped] in Christ should be to the praise of His glory (Eph. 1:12 NASB).  That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him (1:17).  

Notice that in the middle of the glory material in this magnificent text is a reference to communication with God. There are at least three types of communication mentioned in this verse:  thanksgiving, worship and intercession (or supplication).  "Making mention" involves either intercession or supplication at the time of prayers of worship.  The Greek preposition evpi (epi) indicates that mention is made at the time of  or on the occasion of worship.  Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers (Eph. 1:16).
The capstone is that the program for the Church involves the glorifying of God.  Eph. 3:20, 21 shows the importance of those who are in the Church of Jesus Christ bringing glory to God in all things.  One of these involves not just "Praying" but being in a relationship so that we can actually participate in God's opinion of Himself in His program.  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be [better "is"] glory in [better "by"] the church by [better "in"] Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.  The absence of a main verb in Greek is filled with the "to be" verb in the indicative mood not in the subjunctive evident by the italics of the AV.  I believe that the AV (and most English translations) turned around the translation of the evn (en) preposition by making the first locative and then the second instrumental. It makes more sense in the context to translate it "glory by the church in Christ Jesus."
CONCLUSION

God provided a means of communication with Him with a purpose.  He revealed specific types of communication for the Church of Jesus Christ.  His provisions did not provide a means of changing the character of God or His plan.  He remains perfectly God whether a believer communicates with Him or not.  Through the provisions of grace the believer has the privilege of sharing with God in special ways through communication.  We are an unnecessary part of how the Godhead accomplishes their will.  By grace we are a part of the plan itself and share with Persons in that plan.  So then why "pray?"
A.  God Tells Christians to Communicate with Him.  

Communication is an activity that God expects of Christians.  He uses imperatives with six of the eight types of communication telling us to communicate.  He encourages (parakale,w) saints to communicate in four ways.  I exhort (or encourage) therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made for all men (1 Tim. 4:1).  The chart on page 10 provides a list of the imperatives for communication with God.  It makes sense for the spiritual Christian to do what God strongly suggests he or she do.  
B.
God Has Provided a Unique Privilege in Salvation.

As a result of Spirit baptism and regeneration, the believer has a divinely provided full slate of privileges.  "In Christ" he or she has a position and possessions many of which will relate to a relationship that not only makes communication possible but makes it extremely practical.  The very frame of mind or reflective thinking in Col. 3:4 is conducive to communicating with the Father.  Regeneration provides the benefits of the New Covenant for the Church.  A part of these benefits involve the indwelling of the Persons of the Godhead in the Christian.  Because of this there is full divine enabling by which the spiritual saint communicates to God.  We share together in the work of God and on our part it can involve communication with the Father.  
C.
God Has Provided for Our Participation with the Godhead in His Program.

One factor considered is togetherness with God and one another in Christ.  Another factor is the matter of fellowship by which we share in common with God and He with us.  The last factor is the whole idea of sharing in the glory of God in our communication with the Father.  He is glorified as we set aside our anxieties and issues with this life and set our minds on things above so that we can then share in the glory of God as it is manifested in our thanksgiving, praise, worship, asking, intercession and supplication.   
To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted (or graced us) in the Beloved. – Eph. 1:6
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